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Decline of Honq Konq 
Footbai! 
In the past und丨 70s, Hong Kong footbail 
was the best in Asia. At that time, Japan 
and Korea was far behind the standard 
of Hong Kong football. And football was 
one of the famous activities at that time. 
Watching and playing football was part 
of the life of many Hong Kong people at 
that time. There were many people going 
to the Hong Kong Stadium to watch local 
profession a i footbail matches. 
i-iowevef； starting from 80s, the quality of 
Hong Kong football began to decline. Hong 
Kong football started to lose its status in 
Asia. And now, Hong Kong footbali is rar 
behind Japan and Korea. Also the number 
of people going to the Hong Kong stadium 
to watch footbail matches is also declining. 
I t seems that local football match is no 
longer as famous as that in 20 years ago, 
and watching and playing fbotbal! is no 
longer part： of the life of many Hong Kong 
people. " 
There are many reasons for that. One main 
reason is the decline of street football. 
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1970 1950 1990 2005 
In the past Hong Kong, many children 
played street football in die corridors or 
lift lobby of the public housing estate. 
The TV advertisement; of ''Golden Rice 
(金冠米)"which shows a mother calling 
his son children to corne back home to 
have dinner from the upper floor; where 
the children is playing street football with 
other neighbourhood children on the 
ground floor. And this video was recorded 
in Shek Kip Mei public housing estate. This 
TV advertisement is a reflection of one of 
the culture in Hong Kong. 
I have conducted some interviews with 
some of the footbaii players to see if they 
have similar kind of experience. The result 
is that over 80% of them have similar 
experience. Some of them even said that 
they grew up in the lift lobby of the public 
housing estate. They had their children 
life over there. When asking about the 
reasons of playing footbaii in the lift lobby, 
they said that they were usually bullied by 
other teenagers as they were not able to 
compete with them in a football match. 
Also there are many gangsters in the 
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Hong Kong Footbaii Ranking 






























football pitch, so their pafents won't let 
t!”iem go due to safety reason. Playing 
street football in the lift lobby is allowed 
as the parents can stii! have some acoustic 
connection with their children. 
However nowadays； fewer and fewer 
children play street: football、One main 
reason is that in this high density city, 
both indoor and outdoor open space is 
inadequate. The residential buildings 
nowadays are designed as "efficient" as 
possible. The width of corridor and size of 
lift lobby are minimized. There is seidorn 
indoor open space for children to play. 
Another reason is that the housing 
management authority forbids the 
street football. They may think that it is 
dangerous to other residents as the ball 
may hit other people or their doors. Also 
the noise from piaying football may badly 
affect the residents. The football space 
actually is the circuiation space of other 
people； playing footbali in the lift lobby 
may cause inconvenience to residents. 
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How I 
footba 
encourage people to 
Phis book is whtten by Prof Ma, Faculty of Social Science, 
-iKUSl： 
He points out the main problem of Hong Kong football 
is that football is no longer part of daily life of Hong 
Kong People- And the culture of Hong Kong football and 
sports is weak. 
Football is not only sports； but also general education. It 
can train people's the awareness of being in a group, the 
spirit of co-operation, the consciousness, of locality and 
society, and even the identification of their countries. 
British government understand this point, that's why 
they put huge amount of resources to develop their 
sports culture. 
To improve the current situation, he thinks that the 
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Comprehensive training ！ ncpded for the children. 
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he Definition of Street 
Football 
To me, street football is the casual 
communication between people (especially 
chiiclren) without word. It takes place 



















Definition from an Argentinean journalist 
Dante Panzeri : 
Street football is an activity in small areas 
where the brilliant improvisation can take 
place without any restrictions. 
Street football takes place in improvised 
grounds within limited spaces, using two 
pairs of shoes or four mounds of clothes to 
serve as a g()3l and bouncing balis made 
out of rubber or rags wrapped inside old 
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The condition for street; football is very 
favourable in South America and Africa. 
Many rootbail superstars come from street 
lootbaii. Street fool:bali is the foundation 
of the standard of a country's footbalL 
Tfiere are three reasons for the prosperous 
of street football in South america. The 
first「eason is the low income of general 
family. The children want to become a 
superstar to earn income for their family. 
The second reason is low living standard 
of the general public. There are little 
entertainment for them. Football is one of 
the cheapest but exciting game for them. 
The third is the favourable environment 
in these countries. As these countries 
are developing, there is littie high density 
city. They are rnainiy jl； h ！丄、力 
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their imagimtion to create ri football pitch. 
Football is their communication within 
their ne ighbourhood. . . 
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Interview 
Objectives: 
to understand the phenomenon of street 
football in the past public housing estste 
to investigate the reason why people 
pi ay in the corridor or lift lobby of the 
public housing estste 
® to investigate what type of space they 
usually play street football 
larget interviewees: 
« Person who like to play football 
Person who have lived in public housing 
estate 
,1丨丨,111,丨ii,ii„ 
Mr. Chan (ni Snek V i々 Koi; Erf:ate 
Mr. Lu! @ Chuk Yuen South Estate Miss. Cheung @ Block 23, Tung Tau Esrata 
f t : 
Iv 、、 
Estate 
Mr. Lai @ Yau Ai Estate Mr Loc (a) Tai i lang Tong Estate 
Mr. Fok @ Wo Che Estate 
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ML Cridii @ ;:.huri Tin Estate 










。…、 ‘ In Ping Estate 
Mr. Chang @ Nam Tin Estate Mr. Ha @ Butterflv Estate 
• ^：' 
Nr. Wong @ Lok Msn [；sUslp 
Mr. Tai @ Lung Hang Estate 
_ 
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i'npoiTance street 
Footbai 
Decline of street football not： only decreases the 
chance for children to do exercises, but also 
weakens the neighbourhood network. In the past, 
when children played street football in the lift lobby； 
the. children from other farnHy started to join the 
game as it is easier for children to make friends. 
Then their parents start to know each other. The 
community network is then established. Decline of 
street footbaii vviH lead to weakening of community 
network. 
Football !s not only sports, but also a ge—n】 
education. According to the book written【 
Ma of the Department of Sociology, HKU 
discussed why the British Government sperr 
amount of money to develop their sports 
It is because the British Government undei 
that football can train people's the awaru! 
being In a group, the spirit of co-operatior 
consciousness of locality and society, and e^eni"^'"! 
the identification of their countries. This kind or . . 
education is very important in nowada、's Honu 
Kong because the concept of indiviciuality becomes 
stronger and stronger. People tend to concern 
more about their own interest and money rather 
than the whole community. Children do homework 
and play computer game at home. They seldom 
go out w肚! other to play football or other sports. 
This will make them lack of community sense and 
inte卜persona丨 skili, 
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First lype Piibiic Housing 19: 
The Evolution of 
Open Space in '•"!ong 
Kong Public Housing 
Estate 
This study aims at investigating 
the reiationship between 
the design of public housing 
and street football. Different 
types of public housing built 
in different years are selected 
for investigation., They are 
the first: type of housing 
built in 1954 (e.g. Shek Kip 
Nei Estate), the fifth type of 
housing built in 1969 (e.g. 
Lower _ l i Tau Kok Estate), 
the twin tower housing built in 
1970 (e.g. Chuk Yuen South 
Estate)； the H type housing 
built in 1975； the trident I and 
n buiit in 1980 (e.g. Cheung 
d some of the 
ousing. 
Wah Estate) a 
newest public 
s l [ E 




Through the studies, I find out 
that the new public housing is 
improved in certain aspects. 
The living size is increased 
from about 14 sq.m to over 
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40 sq.ni. The area of window 
is also largely increased. "The 
building density aiso tends 
to increase from 60% to 
80%. As a result, the quaiity 
of public housing tends to 
decrease in some aspects. It 
is the provision of communal 
space, Before 1980, the 
public housings have a lift 
lobby which is large enough 
for children to piay a 3-on-3 
football game. The earliest 
public housing provides the 
best football and communa 
space. 
Typical Plan 
From the studies, I learn the 
shape and dimensions of 
footban space. I aiso learn 
how chiidren define their 
own football space and the 
goals by some architectural 
elements such as columns 
and doors. More than that； 
it strengthens my thought of 
the close relationship between 
decrease of communa丨 space 
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main 
circulation 
The main circulation 
concentrates along 
the longer corridor as 
there are more units. 
The remaining lobby 
becomes a football 
space. 
Public Space 
Fifth Type Public Housing 1969 
Circulation 
. 3 
• i l 
n 
i l l H T 
Public Space 
、：^丄'“ 
Boundaries Goal Definition Others 
厂 
by shoes or 
paving on walls 

















In the upper floor of twin tower, there are only 
two lifts up to half of the whole building. The 
remaining area becomes a smaller building 
service room. It results a wider football space 
than lower floor. 
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Public Space 
Street Football Space 
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Some flats and the football 
space are visually connected. 
Others are connected by 
sounds. 
H Type Public Housinq 1975 
Ventilation 
• , \ ； 
Public Space 
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Circulat ion 
Street Footbal l Space 






The shifting of the lift of 
every three floors creates 
different location of 
football space. 
,/Y2 Type Public Housing 1980 
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This study alms at understanding the 
spatiai quality of footbai! space at iocal 
and neighbourhood scale. Example from 
Hong Kong and Ecuador (country in South 
America) are selected for investigation. ^ ^ 
There are two types of football space. One 
type is indoor space with semi-private 
quality; another is outdoor space with 
semi-pubiic quality. 
Section 
For trie indoor football space, it is usually 
a space connecting different wings of 
iiving units. So there is great sense of 
intersection of centraiity of this space. It is 
usually a space where collecting the people 
of the same floor. In this space, there 
is great sense of community as you can 
usually see other neighbour here. The size 
of this space is about 4-5m in width and 
8-1 Im in length with some natural lighting 
to enhance the quality of the space. It is 
also acoustically connected with the living 
units. Their parents can hear the sound 
when their children play street football in 
the space. 
/ 








study of Tai Hang Sai Estate at Shek Kio Mei 
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Study of Ngau lau Kok,. Lower Estate at Mqau lau Kok 
For the outdoor space, it is usually larger 
in size. There are two main differences 
between indoor and outdoor football space. 
The first one is that an outdoor football 
space is a communal space which brings 
the community sense to the surrounding 
buildings. Two to three buildings together 
fomi the football space. And the height of 
the buildings can't be too high, i.e. below 
8 floors. It is because it will make the 
living unit detached from the ground. The 
residents of the upper floor cant have the 
sense of being connected to the ground. 目 
< I 
p i i i 
^ m w i i 
The second difference is the relationship 
between players and audiences. There is 
always a buffer space between the football 
space and the living unit. The buffer space 
can be a baicony or externa! corridor: The 
buffer space extends the interior living unit 
to outdoor environment Actually the buffer 
space is for the audience to communicate 
with the players and other audience. This 
atmosphere stimulates children to play 
football as they have chances to perform 
their skills to other peopie. 
Study of Shell 丨 M e i Estate at Shek Kip Mei 
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Visual connection between 
Houses with 





Football space defined Buffer space 
by the curb for audience 
Plan 1:100 
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Southom Football Pitch 
IS located in the heart of 
Wanchai. It is enclosed by 
old and new buildings. I t 
is siuTOuncled by dense 
urban fabric. There is ！ittie 
open space in Wanchai at 
such scale. It: is an icon of 
Wanchai, Many residents 
nearby go to there to 
watch football match or 
gather for many ten years. 
There are two main 
entrance's in Johnston Road 
and Hennessy Road. There 
are also some side entrances 
under the terrace. Many 
people go from one road 
to another road by passing 
through the pitch, rather 
than walk along Luard Road. 
They may hope that they can 
meet some friends there. 
Some of them may sit down 
at the terrace to take a rest. 
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(no footbcili matxh 
About 200-250 persons 
『 i J Resting 
‘ t 
Chatting 
Watching Football M^t 
J Chess / Gambling 
Passby 
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(with footbal! rn 
About 600-700 persons 
E过 Resting 
Chatting 
Watching Football M^tcfr 
Chess / Gambling 
Passby 
•^ 00 n 
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Merviewer 1 
» The football players on the pitch are local residents for more than 10 years 
I also see their matches for more than 10 years 
• I live in nearby area 
The people sitting here are mainly local residents, living nearby 
。I have nothing to do, so I come here if there is football match, it's my entertainment 
• The players play every weekday except Wednesday, there are young players and old players 
up to 70 age 
Interviewer 2 
,Th is football pitch is already 50 years old, that tree is older then you 
® In the past, there is some cheap local outdoor restaurants at the basketball pitch side 
» The terrace was a ''Economic Chinese Restaurant" in the past 
® I iive in nearby area . 
® I watch the matches for already several ten years 
Nowadays, Hong Kong people can't concentrate on football. They usually play with internet, 
karaoke, etc. Also the number of footbal! pitch is inadequate 
There are quite a lot of people watching the matches. Tonight is not very fulL If there is 
great match, there will be full of people surrounding the whole pitch 
There vvii! be more people if there is some great or important matches 
I V * � I y i 
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The Football Notatioii 
Objectives: 
lo underslarKi the relationship between 
plrr/ers .;,uifl si i^ce 
'> to investigate new type of football 
spcae 
Assumption: 
players can feeJ their own space on the 
football pitch 
* assume all players have the same body, 
speed and skill 
Method: 
® through the study of a 
in offense and defense 
办 through the study 
situation 
three player team 
of one on one 
•"""" ' •ymmrnrnm^ 
Force on the Pitch: 
® axial force of the goal 
® position of the bail 
o distance among team members 
® position of opponent; players 
• vision of players 
Basic of Positioning: 
a aiways keep a triangular relationship 
翰 do not overlap space when offense 
« overlap some spaces when defense 
Each player have their own 
space on the football pitch 
Players aim t;o capture as 
much space as possible 
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Side Attack 
One Forward 
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Cirip 
TWO Forward 
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Iter Defense Siu.? Oesose 
Pocn 
2005/06 'leciii^ 
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One 0! le biruanc, From this study, I understand 
the relationship between 
footbai! players and their 
space. The space for football 
is very dynamic, It \r> always 
changing, Differenl: tactics 
and strategies will result 
different football space. 
The relationship between 
movement and space 
becomes more rational and 
be able to analyse. 
Actually I think this study 
is very important because 
it helps to distinguish what 
is the difference between 
norma! conimuna! space and 
football as cornmunai space. 
I f it is just about creating a 
sense of community through 
insertion of semi-public space 
into living units, it is just a 
norma! thesis. What makes 
my thesis different from 
other's is footbaii. How to 
create an interesting football 
space which can connect the 
neighbourhood is rny thesis. 
s 1、 / r - I ] -
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T h e 
The site is located in Ho Man Tin. I t was 
originally a public housing estate called 
Valley Road Esate. It was demoHshed 
for building new public housing estate. 
However, due to the canellation of 
the "85000 housing" strategy of the 
government, this piece of iand remains 
empty. 
The site is charactered by the stepping 
up of the ground. There are four steps of 
height: 45rnbp； 48 m bp； 5 Irnbp and 59 m bp. 
It is because Ho Man Tin is hilly relief. 
The site is surrounded by several football 
pitches with different sizes and scale. 
.置囊舞德：舊 











Slope Study « / 
The site is on a hilly relief landscape, 
gracluaily stepping downward from ter 
A to D. ‘ 
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Site Section 
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Site Section 1 1:3000 Site Section 2 1:3000 
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丨山"and Design Inoex 
Site Area 
Land Use Type 
Average LM门g Area 
Comrriarciai Usage 
Programme 
Proposed G.RA. of Commercial 
Resideritiiai Usage 
Living Unit Type 
Proposed Total LMng Area 
Proposed Efficiency 
Proposed G.RA. of Residential 
Approximate Population 
Proposed Tota丨 G.F.A, 
Proposed Plot Ratio 
13977sqjTi. 
R(A) 
11.5sq.m. per person in 2004 
Bar/ Restaurant and Football Related Sale Shop 
6000sq.m. 
2 bedrooms unit for 4 people family, (g)46sq.m. x SOOunits 
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Responding to the Existing 
Football Pitches 
There a re th ree footba！ 1 pitch es su rrou riding 
the site. They can be a community point 
which connects different famliy units. 
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Concept on Footba 
for Children 
^DQCG 
From the spatia! analysis study of football 
activity； some hexagonal shape of footba!! 
space 丨s developed. They are related to 
the movement of people in a footbai! 
match, which I think that children can 
learn how to position themselves when 











Tradttionai + New 
Footbali Pitch 
Resuitcd Snaoc； 
of Footbali oit:.h 
Foot!; 
Standard l i Peop 
Footba" Field 
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Concept: on the 
of Living Units 
irnuni 
^laditional community network between 
different living units is through the corridor. 
However; tlie time of the family member 
stayed in the corridor is short. 
A new proposed community network is 
proposed to be happened at the balcony 
of each living unit. Family members 
stayed at the baiony for longer time and 
create in stronger sense of community 
togetherness. 
^ 4.Y ^ - I � ^ 
I略、*务爱、4备r r ”《〜赞似•^〜 
L k j r l J l u l i S H J l l & :：之 
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roposed Community Network 
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When children was small, they played 
football at the corridor or at some small 
and protected space. When they grow up, 
they begin to play football at larger space 
such as the iift lobby o fthe public housing. 
After becoming teenagers, they start to 
play football on the ground floor footbali 
pitch. Finally, they go to some standard 
footbali pitch to play football. The diagram 
on the right show the proportion of footbali 
space where the children play during their 
growth. This concept of journey can be 
transformed into the public housing. 
/ Street Football as Journey 
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Hexagon Footbaii Space 
Cornniunir/ Space 
Conceptual Design 1 1:1000 
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The Design 
In responding to the site, the level of public 
roof garden is set to follow the relief. I t is 
the m?jin public circulation and roof green 
space. It also connects to the surrounding 
football pitches and access. 
Elongated hexagonal shape football space 
are 'created and eievated at different 
levels. The differentiation of levels of 
footbali pitches works with the stepping 
landscape to create a landscape of football 
pitches. The space underneath becomes^ 
commercial functions such as bar and 
restaurants. 
For the private roof garden, it is stepping 
foilowinq the pitched roof form of building. 
There is a roof garden at the end of corridor 
at each noon They can be football pitches, 
green garden or gym rooms. They are 
visually connected so that it enhances the 
community sense between residents from 
different floors. 
A series of balconies are attached to each 
unit. It: aims at breaking the sharp edge 
between the 丨:nibl丨(：and private space, 
people are encouraged to sit and rest 
on the balcony. I t creates the chance for' 
people to communicate with street footba‘‘ 
as the common language. 
Private Roof Garden 
Public Roof Garden 
Elevated Football Ground 
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Three Bedrooms Unit 
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